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April 28, 2020 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing to express my support for the RESTART S.M.A.R.T 
proposal for reopening Arizona schools following the COVID-19 
closures. 
 
All of us working with youth and with experience in youth 
development know that this pandemic, and related closures of 
schools and youth agencies, has had, and will continue to have a 
negative impact on our youth and their families. As a result, it is 
critical that we enter back into serving youth with a plan to address 
the resulting trauma and focus on increased and integrated 
awareness, assessment, and support of students’ social-emotional 
learning (SEL).  
 
RESTART S.M.A.R.T. recognizes and addresses these issues. As a 
parent and a professional in the youth-development field I know it 
is critical to invest the time and resources now so we are not caught 
flat-footed when we re-open our schools and youth programs. We 
need to come together as a community to make sure all of our 
students are given the best possible chance at success. Their 
emotional well-being and the continuing growth of our state 
requires it.  
 
I urge educators and policy makers to take this proposal under 
serious consideration and allow us to work together to create a 
better environment for our youth. 
 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Courtney C. Sullivan, MBA 

Executive Director 

 

 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

 

Jeremy King, President 

Kid Zone Enrichment Program 

City of Tempe 

 

Sandy Foreman 

Early Childhood Systems Consultant 

 

Irene J. Burnton 

College of Public Service & Community Solutions,  

Arizona State University 

 

Jeanette Ramos 

Southwest Human Development 

 

Aaron Secakuku 

Native Americans for Community Action 

 

Leigh Critchley 

Grand Canyon University 

 

Catherine Evilsizor 

21st Century Community Learning Centers 

 

Gloria McGinty 

Association for Supportive Childcare 

 

David Smith 

Dave Smith Law Office 

 

Eva Harlow 

Kyrene School District 

 

 
EMERITUS BOARD 
 

JoAnne Hilde 

The Education Coalition 

 

The Honorable Ruth Solomon 

Former Arizona State Senator 

 

 


